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Present: Victoria Angis, Betty Barnouw, Lorraine Brown, Rosie Cooksey, 
Mary McNeil, Francis Owen, Dani Roberts, Art Sabin, Mary Jane 
Spaulding, June Wilcha 

 
President Brown called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 
Secretary Angis read the minutes of the December 12, 2011, meeting. Minutes were 
approved as read. 

 
Treasurer Wilcha presented the financial report. We have assets totaling $7285.99 

including $469.87 in checking, $2541.36 in Heritage Marble Post fund, and a cd in the 
amount of $4274.76. One lifetime membership was received from Brad Little. The 
treasurer’s report was accepted as read. 

 
History Day – Lorraine, Francis, Betty, Art, and Victoria attended the Chamber of 

Commerce meeting on January 10. The Chamber would like us to schedule History Day 
on the same day as their car show (tentatively scheduled for Saturday, July 28.  
Subsequently, Victoria spoke with Sherry Smith, coordinator of the Fair Haven Farmers’ 

Market. The Farmers’ Market has cosponsored History Day with us for several years. 
Over 90% of the vendors at History Day set up at the Rutland Farmer’s Market on 

Saturdays in the summer and rely on that for a large percentage of their income. They 
would be unable to participate in History Day if it was held on Saturday.  We agreed to 
tell the Chamber of Commerce that we are willing to hold History Day on the day after 

the Car Show. That will enable us to advertise an entire weekend of events together. 
Sherry’s preference would be that flea market vendors be invited on Saturday only and 

crafters be invited on Sunday. She would, however, be open to offering a weekend (two 
day) rate to vendors. Lorraine will speak with the Chamber. 
 

Newsletter – Member Rosie Cooksey joined us for a discussion about our newsletter. We 
brainstormed many ideas, including: 

 Include a “remember when” column; 

 Include an explanation of our logo (“The Big Stick”); 

 Hold a contest to identify an obscure photo, perhaps one of photos of a marble 
roof; 

 Reprint articles from the Fair Haven Era or Promoter; 

 Include a story about Fair Haven during the Civil War. 

Francis will listen to the tapes from the Senior Tea. If they are clear, Dani will ask Cheryl 
in the office to transcribe them. Perhaps in the future these could be published in a 
booklet and sold. 

 
Municipal Building – Town Manager Peter Hathaway joined us to talk about his desire to 

form a committee to work with him to obtain grants to renovate the Municipal Building.  
He has already received a grant for a condition assessment. The consultant estimates that 
there is $70,000 worth of work that needs to be done on the exterior of the building alone. 

An elevator is necessary to make the building ADA accessible. The estimated cost of an 
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elevator is $150,000. Mr. Hathaway has identified two possible grants, one for $75,000 

from the USDA and $75,000 from a community block grant. He is going to ask the 
Selectboard to form a committee, and he strongly encourages several members of the 
Historical Society to apply. 

 
Cemetery – We voted to authorize Dani to send a letter to the Selectboard explaining that 

the signs installed on the West Street Cemetery fence by a local resident, Mrs. Fred 
Capron, are historically inaccurate. The letter asks that the signs be removed and that 
Mrs. Capron be directed to work with the Society to develop accurate signs. 

 
Marble Post Project – Victoria shared a letter to be sent to Pete Ruby concerning the 

status of our marble and the remaining marble posts. We voted to send the letter. 
 
Annual Meeting (January 29) – Lorraine will be out of town, so Francis will facilitate the 

meeting. Lorraine is going on WVNR next week to promote the event. Jay Brown, 
Business Sponsor member, is sponsoring the event. 

 
Slate of Officers – Betty reported that Ceil Hunt has agreed to return to the Board in the 
position of Secretary. Three current members of the Board are ending their terms (Betty, 

June, and Mary) and would like to return to the Board.  We had a lengthy discussion 
about who is willing to take on position of President, but no resolution was reached. 

Lorraine (currently president), Francis (vice president), and Victoria (immediate past 
president) agreed to work on a restructuring plan for the Board. 
 

2012 Calendar of Events – We reviewed the preliminary calendar and made a few 
adjustments. 

 
New Business  
Mary Jane proposed that we consider combining Charter Day and the Senior Tea. 

 
The principal of the Grade School is going to invite us to a meeting with teachers to 

discuss how we can help them incorporate the Town history into their curricula. 
 
The Chamber may be interested in co-sponsoring a Festival of Trees type event at the 

Marble Mansion. 
 

Next Meeting will be Monday, February 20. 


